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notified you of the sending of this photograph. Was this
photograph the only gift you received from the Queen ? "
u No, after my first recital at Windsor the Queen sent me
a tie-pin ; after the second one, besides the photograph, she
also sent me a ring. She was very musical, and it was most
interesting to talk to her about music."
<c You also played for Queen Alexandra. Was she really
so. beautiful?"
Paderewski became very enthusiastic- " Beautiful ? She
was a vision, simply a vision of a woman. And she was
fascinating. You may pity yourself for being too young to
have seen her in the early nineties."
Taking up the photograph of Foch, Paderewski said :
" This is a man whom I really loved. He had a wonderful
character, and he was full of goodness."
By now I realized that I should wait in vain to hear from
my host anything but the highest praise of his friends or
former colleagues.
When I discovered a photograph with an impressive
dedication from Mussolini, I could not resist the obvious
question : " What do you think of Mussolini ? **
" I think he is a very great statesman. I am a great
admirer both of Mussolini and of Italian Fascism. I must
admit, though, that last time I visited the Duce I was
rather less impressed than on my earlier visits." There
were many interesting questions to ask in that connection,
but I felt that it would be indiscreet to force Paderewski's
opinions on highly topical subjects and about a man who
was still alive and whom he will probably meet again.
It was now getting rather late and we had been talking
without ceasing for some hours. Paderewski had just
returned from a strenuous cure in the South of France. As
I got up to say good-bye, he said : " I ain sorry you are
going. But as a matter of fact, the doctor did order me to
have a rest after luncheon at least during the first few weeks
after my cure. But you will come to lunch to-morrow,
won't you ? At half-past one, please, and not at two," he